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MINUTES OF BRECON BEACONS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY STANDARDS 

COMMITTEE HELD AT MEMBERS ROOM - PLAS Y FFYNNON ON MONDAY, 9TH 

OCTOBER, 2017 
 

 

 

PRESENT: 

 

Powys 

 

Cllr G Ratcliffe 

 

Carmarthenshire 

 

Cllr A James 

 
Members appointed by the Welsh Government 

 

Mr Julian Stedman 

 

Independent Members 

 

Mr A Bracey, Dr R Morgan and Mr I Raynes. 

 

 

11/17 Election of Chairman  

 

The Deputy Chairman of the Committee took the Chair for the election of Chairman. 

  

RESOLVED:  That Mr A Bracey be elected Chairman of 

the Standards Committee until the next Annual General 

Meeting of the Authority. 

  

Mr Bracey took the Chair and welcomed new members Cllr Ratcliffe and Cllr James to 

the meeting. 

  

 

12/17 Election of Deputy Chairman  

 

RESOLVED:  That Mr I Raynes be elected Deputy 

Chairman of the Standards Committee until the next 

Annual General Meeting of the Authority. 

  

 

13/17 Correspondence  

 
The Chairman reported that the National Park Authority had made the following decision 

on 30 June 2017 in relation to the terms of office of two independent members of the 

Standards Committee:    
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That Dr Ruth Morgan and Mr Ian Raynes be reappointed as an independent 

members of the Standards Committee for a second and final term to run 

from 1 October 2017 to 30 September 2021. 

  

He congratulated members on their reappointment. 

  

 

14/17 Minutes  

 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the meeting held on 31 

August 2016 be approved and the Chairman authorised to 

sign them as a correct record. 

  

It was suggested that some refresher training for all members on the dispensation process 

would be useful, as well as some training on s106 agreements.   

  

A member referred to the minutes and her ongoing comments on the process whereby 

members had the right to speak if they had an interest.  The Monitoring Officer would 

take this up with the member after the meeting. 
  

A member asked for the link to the Ombudsman’s video to be included in the minutes:  

https://youtu.be/Cm4escGiBgk 

  

  

  

  

 

15/17 Declarations of Interest  

 

Cllr G Ratcliffe declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 6 as a member of 

Powys County Council who was applying for dispensation to speak. 

  

Mr I Raynes declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 6 as a teacher at Brecon 

High School. 

  

In view of the need for these members to leave the meeting for item 6 the Chairman 

proposed to take items 7 and 8 next. 

  

 

16/17 Public Service Ombudsman for Wales Annual Report 2016-17  

 

The Monitoring Officer highlighted key facts in the Ombudsman’s Report, including two 

code of conduct complaints about the Authority, which had been closed after initial 

assessment.  Members observed the additional resource that seemed to be targeting the 

increase in health service complaints.  It was noted that comparative figures for the 

Authority over previous years would be helpful, and the Monitoring Officer confirmed 

that the two complaints last year were related to the same issue.  The Chairman 

confirmed that the Authority provided full information to the Ombudsman to allow 

complaints to be dealt with effectively. 

https://youtu.be/Cm4escGiBgk
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In response to a question about whether complaints should be reviewed by the Standards 

Committee the Democratic Services Manager advised that the Audit and Scrutiny 

Committee had a remit to review complaints, compliments and Freedom of Information 

requests. 

  

 

17/17 Adjudication Panel for Wales - Annual Report 2014-16  

 

The Monitoring Officer highlighted the number of cases referred to the Panel by the 

Ombudsman and explained the process. 

  

The Chairman welcomed the promotion of such reports on the agenda. 

  

 

18/17 Applications for Dispensation to Speak on a Planning Application  

 

Cllr G Ratcliffe and Mr I Raynes declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this item 

and left the meeting. 

  
Members considered six requests for dispensation to speak on Planning Application 

17/15291/FUL, Construction of a new high school, access, parking and associated works, 

land off Cerrigcochion Road, Brecon, LD3 9SR.  The application was submitted on 5 

September 2017 but was not validated, and the date of determination could not yet be 

confirmed.  

  

Applications were considered in the order received. 

  

Cllr David Meredith 

  

The committee felt that the public perception of Cllr Meredith’s role as Chairman of 

Governors at the school would be that while there was no personal gain, there was a 

reputational issue.  It was noted that under paragraph 2(f) on the application form no case 

had been made for knowledge or judgement. 

  

The Chairman felt that Cllr Meredith’s experience would be useful in consideration of the 

planning application and the Monitoring Officer advised of the difference between 

speaking as a member of the Authority and speaking under the public speaking scheme, as 

a member could remain at the table but if speaking under the public speaking scheme the 

member sat in a bespoke seat and did not remain in the meeting for the debate.  The 

Chairman agreed that speaking under the public speaking scheme would allow Cllr 

Meredith to address the meeting as Chairman of Governors.  He reminded members of 

the options open to them: to grant dispensation to speak and vote, speak and not vote, or 

not to grant dispensation. 

  

RESOLVED:  Not to grant Cllr D Meredith dispensation 

to speak on Planning Application 17/15291/FUL, 

Construction of a new high school in Brecon. 

  

Cllr Edwin Roderick 
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Members were not convinced that a sufficient case had been made for participation apart 

from being a member of Powys County Council, but noted that Cllr Roderick’s ward was 

in the catchment area for Brecon High School 

  

RESOLVED:  Not to grant Cllr E Roderick dispensation to 

speak on Planning Application 17/15291/FUL, 

Construction of a new high school in Brecon. 

  

  

Cllr Emily Durrant 

  

In response to a question the Monitoring Officer advised members of the background to 

the local campaign for continuation of a Welsh stream in Brecon High School, which Cllr 

Durrant had referred to in her application.  Members felt that from the public’s point of 

view the fact that she had young children in the catchment area might outweigh the fact 

that she had not participated in any decision making on this issue.  They did not see a 

reason to grant dispensation. 

  

RESOLVED:  Not to grant Cllr E Durrant dispensation to 
speak on Planning Application 17/15291/FUL, 

Construction of a new high school in Brecon. 

  

Cllr Gareth Ratcliffe 

  

Members noted that there was limited information in the application and that Cllr Ratcliffe 

was unlikely to add to the debate. 

  

RESOLVED:  Not to grant Cllr G Ratcliffe dispensation to 

speak on Planning Application 17/15291/FUL, 

Construction of a new high school in Brecon. 

  

Cllr Karen Laurie-Parry 

  

Members took the view that Cllr Laurie-Parry had a pre-determined view of the planning 

application although noted that she had not been involved in the decisions leading up to 

the application.  They did not feel that she had made a case for dispensation. 

  

RESOLVED:  Not to grant Cllr K Laurie-Parry 

dispensation to speak on Planning Application 

17/15291/FUL, Construction of a new high school in 

Brecon. 

  

Cllr Phil Pritchard 

  

Members noted that Cllr Pritchard had had no involvement with the issue to date 

although he had not made a convincing case for dispensation.  They did not feel there was 

sufficient reason to refuse dispensation. 
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RESOLVED: To grant Cllr Phil Pritchard full dispensation 

to speak and vote on Planning Application 17/15291/FUL, 

Construction of a new high school in Brecon for a period 

of 12 months from the date of this meeting. 

  

Cllr Sarah Lewis 

  

Members noted that Cllr Lewis had referred to representing the views of her ward which 

they took to mean that she might not feel able to consider the planning application just on 

material planning considerations and land use policies.  The comment was made that 

members were not representing their wards when sitting on the National Park Authority 

and that speaking under the public speaking scheme would allow Cllr Lewis more 

flexibility to represent her ward. 

  

RESOLVED:  Not to grant Cllr S Lewis dispensation to 

speak on Planning Application 17/15291/FUL, 

Construction of a new high school in Brecon. 

  

The Chairman referred to his efforts to encourage members to make a case when 

applying for dispensation, and officers confirmed that this had been included in the 
induction module on the ethical framework.  The Monitoring Officer confirmed that she 

could speak to members individually about their forms. 

  

It was also noted that excluding a number of members from the Planning, Access and 

Rights of Way Committee where the application was considered may have an impact on 

attendance and the quorum.  The Democratic Services Manager would advise planning 

colleagues of this as well as the likelihood of applications to speak under the public 

speaking scheme, and the need to formally report the decisions of the Standards 

Committee in relation to dispensations.  

  

  

  

  

  

 

19/17 Other Business  

 

There was no further business. 

  

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record 

Chairman of the Standards Committee 

 

 


